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Monongahela River

Muskies have been stocked for many years
and are an underutilized fish In the river.
Trolling large crankbaits has been produc-
tive during the past month. Fishing in the
tailwaters downstream of the lock and
dams I very productive for most species
while the river flow is low and water tem-
peratures are decreasing. Souger and wall-
eve will begin feeding af dusk in the tallwe-
ters. Jigswith minnows are always good
baits but 3-inch plastic grubs will also be
productive. Carp ore abundant in the vicini-
ty of the Star City boat ramp. Channel cat-
fish are abundant throughout the river and
can be cought on cut bait, chicken liver and
nighterawlers,

Cheat Lake

The lake hos an excellent channel catfish
population ond they can be caught through-
out the lake using cut balt, chicken liver and
nightcrowlers. However, channel catfish
are particularty numergus upsiream of
Maont Chateau. Using spoons, [igs or costing
spinners to cafch white bass feeding on min-
nows throughout the lake can lead to very
fast fishing action. Smallmouth bass num-
bers are increasing throvghout the lake and
largemouth bass ore also obundant, Cheat
Lake Park, located near the dam, Is a good
areq for bank anglers fo catch channel cai-
fish, sunfish and bass. Keep trock of the
|ake elevation and predicted daily changes
In elevation of chegtioketoday. com,

Tygart Lake

The lake Is 26 feet below the summer level
and falling slowly. As the lake falls, try
using crawfish imitating lures along the
shoreline o target largemouth and small-
mouth bass. Look for schools of white boss
breaking water on the surfoce while feeding
on minnows. Chase the schools and make
long costswith spoons or [Igswith 3-inch
grubs for fost action. Walleye are scattered
throvghaut the lake and thelr depths vary
during the day. Using minnows during the
day In depths up to 40 feet can be an effec-
tive method fo cafch walleye, Also, start
fishing for walleye ot dark when they move
info shallow water o feed, There are lefi-
over trout from Avgust stocking in the tail-
waters and further downstream. Call the
Corps of Engineers af (304) 265-5953 for
daily lake and falwater conditions.
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Stonewall Jackson

The lake is 4 feet below summer pool and
milky. For bass, try shallow water and
around structure. Cropple are in deeper
water, Try trolling with minnows ond around
bridges in 15 feetof water. Before heading to
the lake, please call (304) 2697453,
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