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Monongahela River

Fish are actively feeding as woter tempera-
tures decraase, Muskie haove been stocked
for many years and are an underutilized
fish in the river. Trolling large crankbalts
has been productive during the past manth.
Fishing in the tailwaters downstream of the
lockand dams Is very productive for most
species while the river flow is low and water
temperatures are decreasing, Sauger and
walleye will begin feeding at dusk in the
tallwaters, Jigswith minnows are olways
good baits but Fnch plostic grubswill also
be productive. Carp are abundant in the
vicinity of the Star City boat ramp. Channel
catfish are abundant throughout the river
and can be caught an cut bait, chicken liver
and nighterowlers.

Cheat Lake

The winter aperation schedule bagins today,
which allows the lake elevation todecrease
a5 much os 13 feet until April 1. The winter
boat ramp ot Cheat Lake Park will be

openad for rellable boat access, Cheat Lake
has an excellent channel cotfish population
and they con be cavght thraughout the loke
using cut bait, chicken liver and night-
crowlers. Howeyver, channel catfish are par-
ticularly numeraous upstream of Mont
Chateau, Using spoons, jigsor casting spin-
ners to catchwhite bass feeding on minnows
throughout the loke can lead tavery fast fish-
ing action. Smallmouth bass numbers are
increasing throvghout Cheat Lake and lorge-
mouth boss are alsoabundant. The park,
locoted near the dam, is a good areo for bank
anglers to catch channel cotfish, sunfish and
bass, Dally info: cheotloketndmy com,

Tygart Lake

The loke is 20 feet below the summer level
after rising and falling 10 feet this past
week, As the lake falls, try using crowfish
imitating lures along the shoreline fo target
largemouth and smallmauth bass, Look for
schools ofwhite bass breaking water on the
surfoce while feeding on minnows. Chose
the schools and make long costswith spoons
ar {las with 3-Inch grubs for fost action,
Walleye are scatterad throughaout the lake
and their depths vory during the day. Using
minnows during the day In depths up o 40
feet con be an effective methad o catch
wolleye, Walley e maove into shallow water
o feed at dusk. The fall frout stocking hos
been completed and there are still large
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brood trout present in the tallwater and
downstraam through Graftan. Call the
Corps of Engineers hotline, J04-265-5951, for
daily loke and tallwater conditions.

Stonewall Jackson
The lake is 4 feet below summer poal and

milky. Before heading to the lake, contact
the Corps of Engineers, J04-269-7441,
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