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GO FISH! (W.VA. DNR)

Monongahela River

Fishare actively feeding s water fempera-
fures decrease, Muskies hove been stocked
far many yearsand are an underutilized
fishin the river. Trolling lorge crankbaits
has been productive during the post month.
Fishing in the tallwaters downstream of the
lock and dams Is very productive for most
species while the river flow 1s low and water
temperatures are falling. Sauger and wall-
evawlll bagin feeding af dusk inthe tailwo-
fers, Jigs with minnows are always good
baits but Finch plostic arubswill also be
productive, Carpare abundant inthe vicini-
tv of the Star City boat ramp. Channel cat-
fish are abundont throughout the river and
can be cought on cut balt, chicken liver and
nightcrawlers.

Cheat Lake

Thewinter operation schedule beaan Moy,
1. which ollows the lake elevation to
decrease as much as 13 feet until &pril 1.
Thewinter boatrame of Cheat Lake Park
will be opened for reliable boat acoess.
Chet Lake has an excellent channel catfish
population and they con be cought through-
out the lake using cutbait, chicken liver and
nightcrawlers. Howeyer, channel catfish
are particularly numerous upstream of
Mont Choteow. Using spaons, {195 or costing
spinners to cotch white bass feeding on min-
niow's throughaut e lake can lead fovery
fast fishing action. Smallmouth bass num-
bers are increasing throughout Cheat Lake
and largemauth bass are alsa abundant,
Cheat Lake Park, located near the dam, isa
aood areo for bank anglers to catch channel
caotfish, sunfish ond bass. Keep frack of the
lake elevation and predicted daily changes
inelevation of cheatloketpday com.

Tygart Lake

The lake is 40 feet below the summer poal
and fish are actively feeding. A5 the lake
falls, try using crowfish imitating lures
alang the shoreline to target largemouth
and smallmauth bass, Look far schools of
white boss breaking water an the surfoce
while feeding on minnows. Chase the
schools and make long casts with spoans or
jlgs with Finch grubs for fast action. Wall-
eye are scathered throughout the loke and
thelr depths vary during the day. Using
minnows during the day in depthsup todd
feet can be an effectiv e methed to catch
willeye, Walleye move info shallow water
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fo feed at dusk. The fall trout stacking has
heen completed and there are still large
brood trout present in the tailwater and
dow nstream through Grafton. Call the
Carps of Engineers hotline, 314-255-5953, for
daily lake and tailwater conditions.

Stonewall Jackson
The lake is 4 feet below summer pool and

milky. Before heading to the lake, contact
the Corps of Engineers, ot J04-269-7441.
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